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The Arts
The arts are the highest form of human achievement. 
Through art we not only make sense of ourselves and the 
world, we also make our lives enchanted. Art allows us to 
celebrate our common humanity and communicate 
across boundaries. Artistic endeavour marks us out from 
the rest of nature as creators and celebrators of beauty. 
That is why no education can be complete, indeed no 
programme of education can even begin, without 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ life.

Michael Gove and Ed Vaizey
Forward to Cultural Education: A Summary of Programmes of 

Opportunities ςGovernment Policy Paper July 2013
https:// www.gov.uk/government/publications/cultural-education

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cultural-education


Definitions
Encyclopaedia Britannica defines ΨǘƘŜ 
ŀǊǘǎΩas follows: 

The arts, also called fine arts, modes of 
expression that use skill or imagination in 
the creation of aesthetic objects, 
environments, or experiences that can be 
shared with others. Traditional categories 
within the arts include literature, the 
visual arts, the graphic arts, the plastic 
arts, the decorative arts, the performing 
arts, music and architecture.

The Government has defined ΨǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎΩΣ in 
an educational context, as comprising art 
and design, music, dance, drama and 
media arts. 



Your context

How are the arts and culture taught in your school?  

Consider:

Á Organisation of the curriculum 

(discrete subjects or cross curricular 
learning)

Á Involvement of other providers/agencies

Á Extra-curricular provision



What skills are being taught 
through an Arts Curriculum?

Å produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 
experiences 

Å become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft 
and design techniques

Å evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft 
and design 

Å know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand 
the historical and cultural development of their art forms

National Curriculum 2014 (Art and Design)
https://www.gov.uk/government/collection
s/national-curriculum
Aims:
The national curriculum for art and design 
aims to ensure that all pupils:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum


What skills are being taught 
through an Arts Curriculum?

Key stage 1

Pupils should be taught:

Å to use a range of materials creatively to design and 
make products 

Å to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

Å to develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space 

Åabout the work of a range of artists, craft makers 
and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work 



What skills are being taught 
through an Arts Curriculum?

Key stage 2

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, 
including their control and their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of 
different kinds of art, craft and design.

Pupils should be taught:

Å to create sketch books to record their observations 
and use them to review and revisit ideas 

Å to improve their mastery of art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 
with a range of materials [for example, pencil, 
charcoal, paint, clay] 

Å about great artists, architects and designers in history



Knowing about Your 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Curriculum

Responsibility for the school curriculum in state schools 
is shared between the headteacher, the governing body 
and (to a limited extent) local authorities. The law says 
that the curriculum for a maintained school (or 
maintained nursery school) should be balanced and 
broadly based, and should: 

Å promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and 
physical development of pupils at the school and 
of society; and 

Åprepare pupils at the school for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of later life. 



Governing bodies in maintained schools should 
reassure themselves that: 

Åenough teaching time is provided for pupils to 
cover the national curriculum and other 
statutory requirements; 

Å the relevant assessment arrangements are 
implemented 

(From 3.1 Governors Handbook Jan 15)

Knowing about Your 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Curriculum



What sources of information does the governing 
body use so that you know:

ÅHow the statutory requirement of the new 
national curriculum, including the arts, are 
being met?

ÅHow progress in these subjects is assessed? 

Knowing about Your 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ



Good Practice Case Studies
Look at the Good Practice Case Study for 
BattyefordCofEPrimary School or Aston 
Fence Junior and Infant School

What are the key aspects of practice that 
have made the school successful in 
delivering good arts, craft and design 
provision? 

Consider:

Å Vision and leadership

Å Community involvement

Å Curriculum planning and 
expectation

Å Cross curricular links

Å Skills coverage



Making a Mark; art, craft and design education-
March 2012 

This report evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of art, 
craft and design education in schools and colleges in England. 
It is based principally on subject inspections of 96 primary 
schools, 91 secondary schools and seven special schools 
between 2008 and 2011. This includes five visits in each 
phase to focus on an aspect of good practice. The report also 
draws on institutional inspections, 69 subject inspections in 
colleges, and visits to a sample of art galleries. 

http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/14064/

http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/14064/


Asking the Right Questions 
Effective governing bodies hold their 
headteacherand other senior school leaders to 
account for improving school performance by 
asking the right questions. This might include 
asking: 

Å How ƎƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
pupils? 

Å Is the school offering a good range of 
sports, arts and voluntary activities? 

Å Is school food healthy and popular? 

Appendix ! ƻŦ Ψ/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ - a summary of 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
minimum levels of cultural activities which pupils 
should have experienced through school by age. 

(From 1.4.2 Governors Handbook Jan 15)



Asking the Right Questions 

Å ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊΚ 

Å How are you kept informed about this?



Questions to Ask
ÅHow do leaders ensure there is consistency in the 

quality of teaching in arts subjects across the school 
(so all children have equal access to high quality 
provision)?

ÅHow high are the standards of work achieved in our 
setting in relation to others?

ÅHow well do learners develop and apply their arts 
skills in other subjects? 

ÅDoes the school curriculum reflect and develop our 
stated values?



Questions to Ask

ÅHow do we know that the curriculum meets the 
particular needs of each of our pupils?

ÅHow do we ensure there is an appropriate balance 
in terms of subjects?

ÅHow could the curriculum be made more 
exciting/stand out more?

ÅHave you asked the pupils what they want from the 
curriculum? And what did they say?

ÅWhat do other local schools offer in their 
curriculum which is different from ours?

ÅHow are we sharing good practice 
with other schools?  


